
1984 - 2024

A brief history in words, pictures and song



Banchory Singers community choir was founded 

in 1984 by Marion Jenkins 

Trial by Jury (G and S)                            1989 Christmas concert 



In 1993 the Deeside Singing Festival was founded by Marion 

Jenkins, Bob Davidson,  Alison Ewan and others.

Here is an example of 

some of the repertoire 

that was being sung that 

year with a link to Locus 

iste

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQRYwe4KDDQ


Marion is pictured 

far right (1994).

I was told a story by 

members Malcolm 

and Pat Buckley that 

if Marion lost her 

place in the music 

score she would just 

roll her hands in 

front of her as an 

indication to just 

keep singing until 

she found her place!



1995 

• Tara joins as MD with David Shepherd as pianist with 24 

members

• Christmas at the Woodend Barn with Britten’s ‘Saint 

Nicolas’ with solos from Hazel Shoebridge and Malcolm 
Buckley and Banchory Academy Brass Ensemble join us led 

by Moira Ross

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUBWFvQaNuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUBWFvQaNuQ


1996
• Sing a Rainbow with Aberdeen College 

Brass Ensemble with choruses from Bach’s 
Coffee Cantata

• Carol singing in Scott Skinner Square

• We participate in the Aberdeen Jazz Festival 

in a newly composed composition by Tom 

Bancroft

• Christmas concert with the Banchory 

Academy Brass Ensemble and the 

Banchory Youth Singers led by Jim Murdoch 

with pianist Muriel Welch with a specially 

composed piece by Tara for the three 

groups called ‘Christmas Miniature’. 
• Ben Strachan is our president

• Bus trip to Edinburgh for a massed choral 

concert for choirs of the North East 

members of the National Association of 

Choirs.  We sang ‘O gin I were where the 

Gadie rins’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKhvukXmKHA


1997

BT voices for 

Hospices

• BT voices for hospices – massed choir 

event to raise funds for Roxburghe House.  

We performed Handel’s Messiah with local 
amateur soloists: Hazel Shoebridge, Fiona 

Kelly, Linda Howie, Marion Dunn, Belinda 

Rennie, Malcolm Buckley, Alasdair Norris 

and Jim Murdoch with organist Kyle 

McCallum



1997
The Deeside 

Singing 

Festival is 

still going 

strong and 

we sang 

Verdi’s 
‘Chorus of 

the Hebrew 

Slaves’. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI


1998-1999• We have 40 members

• Graeme Wilson is president

• Spring concert with Aberdeen College students and we sang Tavener, 

Polly wolly doodle, Ploughman and Verdi

• Festive concert in the Barn with Youth Singers conducted by Marion 

Bateman-Dunn and with Banchory Strathspey and Reel Society led 

by Jane Davidson and Margaret Smith as pianist. • Tara won second prize in the NAC 

(National Association of Choirs) 

Millemium composition competition 

with Psalm 81.

• We bought a digital piano with lottery 

funding (photo opposite)

• Charity donations given to Kosovo 

Refugee fund

• Festive concert at the Barn with the 

youth singers was a journey through 

time from 14th century to 

contemporary and we had a raffle for 

the first time (I think!).



2000
• We took part in our second BT Voices 

for hospices in October – a global 

event and we chose to perform 

Haydn’s Creation and was the first 

outing of our newly purchased 

staging from lottery funding and 

proceeds to Roxburghe House.  Our 

soloists were Kerry Fleming, Jan Ord, 

Hazel Shoebridge, Belinda Rennie, 

Malcolm Buckley, Geoffrey Cormack 

with students from Aberdeen College 

providing the accompaniment.    

• We performed at a supper buffet to 

raise funds for Macmillan cancer 

relief at Storybook Glen and sang 

Home is a special kind of feeling, The 

gospel train and By tide and by moon.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTYJm5Ae0Xo


2001 - 2003
• We have Banchory Academy young musicians of the year joining us with Dorothy Carnegie as pianist and 

Bob Davidson is our President

• Festive concerts at the Barn with invited guests ‘The Harping Hussies’.  

• Tim Tricker is MD and David Shepherd pianist (2002)

• Spring concert with ‘Four by Four’ string quartet and Heather Wilson performs ‘We must all be very kind 
to Auntie Jessie’. 



2003 - 2005

• David Shepherd takes over as MD with 

May Lyon as pianist

• Guest artists include Kirsten Zappert 

on Clarsach and ‘Honk’ saxophone 
quartet from the academy.

• Christmas concerts are moved to the 

Town hall and refreshments and mince 

pies advertised for the first time!



2006 - 2008
• Angela Foster takes over the baton with 

pianist Frank Odds and then Shona 

Elliott.

• Concerts have piano solos and duets 

and choral repertoire from Abba, 

traditional African, Music Theatre and 

Classical.

• A trip to Norway!

• Our logo appears for the first time



2008
• 56 members

• Tara back as MD with Shona as pianist

• Purple waistcoats for the ladies and Tara introduces 

recording audio files on cassette tapes (!) and learning  

by rote – controversial!

• 2009 saw our 25th anniversary and Tara received a 

‘Musical Inspirator’ award from the membership.
• We continue to support young musicians and the 

Deeside Singing Festival is renamed the Aberdeenshire 

Singing Festival and takes place in Inverurie with 6 choirs 

participating.  Guest conductor is Edward Caswell and 

we sang ‘Didn’t it rain’ and ‘Bobby Shaftoe’. 
• Performed at Birse and Feughside Church with half the 

profits going for famine in Africa.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4uMnwQjHG4


2009 our silver anniversary party
A return visit from our Cassdorf friends

We are performing some items here.

Our friends are performing here.

https://youtu.be/T2glu-SOIvg
https://youtu.be/V7z1bF8XMeI


2010• Trip to Cassdorf

• Sang at Cluny Church to raise funds for the roof with 

solos from John Harle

• We perform scene 1 from the Gondoliers in our spring 

concert with roses everywhere

• Aberdeenshire singing festival is in Huntly with Michael 

Brewer again

• Our festive concert has us in Black and Silver



2011 - 2012
• Spring concert with The Linties conducted by Marcus Marsh and Tara surprises 

both choirs in the concert by teaching them a new song as a way of showing the 

audience how we learn and rehearse repertoire.  Our outfits were red, blue and 

green and we sang ‘Hey Baby’.
• Article in the Banchory Gazette and we take part in the Aberdeen and NE of 

Scotland music festival and win (I think) the Peterhead Challenge Trophy

• We have two festive concerts on the same day and perform ‘Little fir tree’.

• We have 67 members

• Take part in the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations in the Scott Skinner Square in June
• Recitations in the festive concerts come from Peter Hodgson, Graeme Kerr and 

Cathy Taylor and we sing Durufle’s ‘Ubi caritas’. 
• We sing ‘Don’t stop me now’ at the music hall in Aberdeen in the festival.
• Sing at St. Annes in Kemnay with soloists Denis Burns, Duncan Menzies, Jeremy 

Cutler and David Bond, Hazel Shoebridge, Fiona Simmons, Lynn Burns and John 

Harle.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1BTWCpEFRQ


2013

Telfs choir visit us from 

Austria and present us 

with a peace bell.  I am 

unexpectedly asked to 

waltz during the 

concert – I don’t dance, 

but smiled and carried 

on regardless with 

extreme 

embarrassment!

We recorded a CD!



Pirates of Penzance 

G and S



Pirates of Penzance 

maidens, pirates 

and cops



2014 - 2016
• Movies and Musicals massed choir event in the music hall

• We perform at Bellwade sanctuary and the Banchory Business centre

• We record a live Christmas concert cd

• We sang in the High Street for the Commonwealth Baton relay 

• Our most adventurous spring concert yet – A Musical Menu for May – the 

audience chose all our repertoire from a menu list of 41 possible songs.

• Come and sing event of Purcell’s ‘King Arthur’ in the East Church with 
string quartet accompaniment and pianists Shona Elliott and Ben 

Marsden

• 2016 saw our first festive meal/social in February (!) at the Banchory Lodge 

Hotel

• We are still supporting our young musicians and perform ‘Don’t worry be 
happy’ and Fa una canzone’ and take our concert to Alford – on a bus…

• Festive concert has themes of Victorian, Midwinter, Peace and 

Contemporary and we are joined by percussionist Lisa Nicol and the Hill of 

Banchory Choir. 



Selection of photos from 2016



2017-2018

• We are still performing at the Aberdeen Music 

Festival and continue to support young 

musicians in our concerts

• Festive concert is Christmas on Stage and 

Screen and we have a group of children helping 

us with extracts from Scrooge and Elf

• We have our film debut with our unaccompanied 

carols being included in the film ‘Connect’ aired 
at ‘Fringe at the sea’, Lomond film festival’ and at 
the Scottish parliament.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8804688/


2019

• Tara was the recipient of the Banchory 

Rotary Club’s Walter Smith Rose Bowl 
trophy for exceptional service to the 

community.  

• We have our first secret santa and buy 

red floaty tops as a uniform

• Have our festive social meal in 

February at the Tor na Coille 

entertained by a magician

• Our spring concert also goes to 

Ballater and our festive concert has 

‘Feliz navidad’ and ‘Ghost riders’. 



• Raise funds for the 

renovation of the Guide 

lodge hostel on Deeside

• We perform as part of 

the Tarland Food and 

Music festival

• We have a come and 

sing event at Newton 

Dee of Gjeilo’s ‘Sunrise 

Mass’ with a poster 

designed by Lorraine 

Walker

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NXEVaciIKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NXEVaciIKM


2020 - 2021
• We have virtual concerts 

with Marion Mathie steering 

us as chairperson.  This 

included awarding prizes to 

choir members for the best 

named solo recording track 

titles such as ‘if I have to 
sing this once more I’ll 
scream’ and ‘Strong take 
17’.

• We received our first ever 

‘Outstanding’ award from 
the Aberdeen music 

festival for our virtual 

performance that was 

submitted.  



We created a group composition to document our covid learning experience entitled ‘We are stronger’.  
You can watch our zoom video here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMsM5sv9CwQ


2022 - 2024
Charities and venues we have supported in our 40 years not already 

mentioned:

• Dalvenie care home

• Annesley House care home

• Inchmarlo village hall

• Festive light switch ons at Banchory and Inchmarlo

• Echt and midmar church

• Inchmarlo care home

• Raemoir Garden centre

• Tarland community garden and hall

• Tesco

• Homestart

• Banchory Swimming pool

• Sports village

• Horseback UK

• Help the heroes

• Disasters and emergency fund (Ukraine)

• British Legion

• Torphins organ restoration



2021-2022



2024 Happy 40th birthday

Huge thanks to the committee for their ongoing support.  

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=banchory%20singers

https://banchorysingers.co.uk/

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=banchory%20singers
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