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A brief history in words, pictures and song



Banchory Singers community choir was founded
In 1984 by MarionJenkins

Trial by Jury (G and S) 1989 Christmas concert
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In 1993 the Deeside Singing Festival was founded by Marion
Jenkins, Bob Davidson, Alison Ewan and others.

2 April 1993

Dear George

Banchory Singers Spring Concert
Banchory Singers are giving two concerts in May in Churches in Banchory and Aboyne. No
charge is being made for admission, but a donation is expected for programmes. We have

decided that the donations received should be divided equally between the host church (to
cover lighting, and heating if necessary) and the Steeple Fund for Torphins Church.

Each concert has the same programme :

Bch‘LSsiiSte Church motets by Bruckner H ere IS an exam p I'e Of

2 choruses from Acis and Galatea Handel some Of th ere p e I‘tO | re
Oxgan'Sola that was being sung that
Psalm 37 Coombes

year with a link to Locus
iste

Messiah Part 3 Handel

The concerts are being given as follows :
Banchory-Ternan East Church on Sunday 9 May 1993 at 7.30 p.m
St Thomas (Episcopal) Church, Aboyne on Sunday 16 May at 7.30 p.m.
We are sure that many members of local churches would enjoy this programme, and would

be grateful, therefore, if you would commend the concert to your members. We look forward
to seeing some of them at one of the concerts.

Yours sincerely


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQRYwe4KDDQ

B Marion is pictured
CERUNIN e o LR far right (1994).
| was told a story by
members Malcolm
and Pat Buckley that
If Marion lost her
place in the music
score she would just
roll her hands in
front of her as an
indication to just
keep singing until
she found her place!

Do you have a picture you would like to share with P&J readers? | The Banchory Singers rehearse in readiness for their Christmas
Photographs from the 70s, 80s and 90s would be particularly welcome, concert in 1994. The group were to perform with Banchory
black and white or colour. Please send prints to: Past Times, The Press Academy’s Brass Ensemble at the town’s East Church

and Journal, Lang Stracht, Mastrick, Aberdeen AB15 6DF. Remember to

include your name and address if you want us to return your picture.



Chorus of
approval

Singers find new

musical director
by Eileen West

BANCHORY Singers are on
song for a special open night
to show off their new musical
director.

They are inviting everybody to
come along to their first rehearsal
after the summer break to give
multi-talented Tara Leiper a
rousing welcome.

Since the resignation of their
previous musical director, Marion
Jenkins, earlier this year, the group
have been looking for the right
person to help maintain their
popularity on Deeside — and
they've finally found her.

Tara (25) comes to the job with an
impressive musical record, having
been musical director with
Aberdeen Opera Company for their
production of The Merry Widow
and with Pro Arte’s Kiss Me Kate.

She lectures in music at Aberdeen
College, is musical director for the
Aberdeen-based Learig Amateur
Orchestra and teaches piano
privately.

An accomplished pianist, violinist
and player of the clarsach — the
Scottish harp — she also enjoys
singing, but admits it’s hard to find
time to practise everything.

A great devotee of 20th century

composers, Tara
introduce the singers to some new
exciting music.

On the open night, the singers will
demonstrate their diversity with
Alexander’s Ragtime Band, The
Piper o’ Dundee, Faure’s Cantique

hopes to

T ST T

® FINE
TUNING:
Banchory
Singers’
new
musical
director
Tara Leipe
gets in
some
ractice ol
er
clarsach.

de Jean Racine, and the Mellsto
Carols.

If you enjoy singing and wou
like to join the group or you ju
enjoy listening to good music the
make sure Wednesday at 7.30pm
in your diary.

1995

Tara joins as MD with David Shepherd as pianist with 24
members

Christmas at the Woodend Barn with Britten’s ‘Saint
Nicolas’with solos from Hazel Shoebridge and Malcolm
Buckley and Banchory Academy Brass Ensemble join us led
by Moira Ross



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUBWFvQaNuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUBWFvQaNuQ

Sing a Rainbow with Aberdeen College
Brass Ensemble with choruses from Bach’s
Coffee Cantata

Carol singing in Scott Skinner Square

We participate in the Aberdeen Jazz Festival
in a newly composed composition by Tom
Bancroft

Christmas concert with the Banchory
Academy Brass Ensemble and the
Banchory Youth Singers led by Jim Murdoch
with pianist Muriel Welch with a specially
composed piece by Tara for the three
groups called ‘Christmas Miniature’.

Ben Strachan is our president

Bus trip to Edinburgh for a massed choral
concert for choirs of the North East
members of the National Association of
Choirs. We sang ‘O gin | were where the
Gadie rins’.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF CHOIRS
(Scotland East) 83 é . g
CHORAL =
CONCERT
in ik
St. Stephen’s Centre COanchory (Vewth Timgers
Edinburgh Boneke " Coscdimy
Saturday 28th September 1996 CBrass Shoasp

Saturday December 14th
Sunday December 15th



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKhvukXmKHA

1997
BT voices for
Hospices

e BT voices for hospices - massed choir

event to raise funds for Roxburghe House.
We performed Handel’s Messiah with local
amateur soloists: Hazel Shoebridge, Fiona
Kelly, Linda Howie, Marion Dunn, Belinda
Rennie, Malcolm Buckley, Alasdair Norris
and Jim Murdoch with organist Kyle
McCallum




1997

16 FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 1997 : The Deeside
' T i IN
Massed choirs in Smg &

impressive finale Fe.Stiva. Lis
to festival still going

ABOUT 100 members of the participating groups

in the Deeside Singing Festival took part in the St fon g an d

Grand Finale as part of the Massed Choirs.
Guest conductor Michael Brewer is the director of both

the National Youth Choir and the Youth Chamber Choir.
He is used to getting the best out of performers and it We S a n g
quickly became obvious that all those who had attended
his workshops during the day benefitted enormously. °9
With another musical maestro, Donald Hawksworth as V d
guest accompanist, the choirs entered the fray with Dies e r I S

Irae from Mozart’s Requiem, their hearts and souls steeped
in harmony, their eyes fixed on their conductor. ¢
The singers then brought new richness to the haunting < h O r u S Of
Slaves’ Chorus by Verdi. And, just when it seemed the
best had been reached they added something extra-spe-
cial. Michael Brewer had introduced them to a compli-
cated, but delicious-sounding Zulu song. t h H b
So filled with fire were higs “student%" that they burst e e reW

into a spontaneous Zulu encore when the conductor tried

: s - to leave the stage at the end. 9
" . S— Sadly the concert had to finish. But then — there’s al- S l ave S
The Banchory Singers were just one of the choirs to thrill the audience at the Deeside Singing ways next year’s Festival to look forward to. JE. o

Festival at Aboyne Theatre at the weekend. —


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2VejTwFjwVI

We have 40 members 1 998'1 999

Graeme Wilson is president
Spring concert with Aberdeen College students and we sang Tavener,
Polly wolly doodle, Ploughman and Verdi

Festive concert in the Barn with Youth Singers conducted by Marion
Bateman-Dunn and with Banchory Strathspey and Reel Society led
by Jane Davidson and Margaret Smith as pianist.

e Tarawon second prize inthe NAC
(National Association of Choirs)
Millemium composition competition
with Psalm 81.

e We bought a digital piano with lottery
funding (photo opposite)

e Charity donations given to Kosovo
Refugee fund

e Festive concert at the Barn with the
youth singers was a journey through
time from 14" century to
contemporary and we had a raffle for
the first time (I think!).




We took part in our second BT Voices
for hospices in October — a global
event and we chose to perform
Haydn’s Creation and was the first
outing of our newly purchased
staging from lottery funding and
proceeds to Roxburghe House. Our
soloists were Kerry Fleming, Jan Ord,
Hazel Shoebridge, Belinda Rennie,
Malcolm Buckley, Geoffrey Cormack
with students from Aberdeen College
providing the accompaniment.

We performed at a supper buffet to
raise funds for Macmillan cancer
relief at Storybook Glen and sang
Home is a special kind of feeling, The
gospel train and By tide and by moon.

2000

Haydn

The Creation

Conducted by

Tara Leiper

Accompanicd by pianist

Robert Howie

Soloists

Kerry Fleming )

Jan Ord ) Soprano
Hazel Shoebridge

Belinda Rennie Contralto

Malcolm Buckley Tenor

Geoffrey Cormack Bass

The Banchory Singers gratefully acknowledge
Lottery Awards. The staging used in this con



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTYJm5Ae0Xo

2001 - 2003

We have Banchory Academy young musicians of the year joining us with Dorothy Carnegie as pianist and
Bob Davidson is our President
Festive concerts at the Barn with invited guests ‘The Harping Hussies’.

Tim Tricker is MD and David Shepherd pianist (2002)
Spring concert with ‘Four by Four’ string quartet and Heather Wilson performs ‘We must all be very kind
to Auntie Jessie’.

~ PROGRAMME ~ ~INTERVAL ~
Chicago the Musical Tiree LOVe SONG...c.crreanrreres sues’ Traditional, arr. Tara Leiper
John Kander, Lyrics Fred Ebb
By Tide and by Moon .......David Shepherd, arr. Tara Leiper
secssosssssensonse Text Psalm 5:8; 4:9
Music Samuel Wesley hing White Traditional
..... Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart DAVID SHEPHERD
Mr Cellophane ... From Chicago, the Musical
. — Text Psalm 22
Music James Leith Macbeth Bairn
Irish Blessi T l, arr., Bob Chilcott | *
HEATHER WILSON
‘We must al be very kind to Auntie Jessie...” Londonderry Air. Traditional Irish, arr. Bob Chilcott
‘FOUR BY FOUR’

Air by Parry
Star of the County Down..... arr. H. Hutchinson
Irish Party in grd Class from Titanic by Gallic Storm

Can’t Help Lovin’ Dat Man......cc.ceed Oscar Hammerstein
Music Jerome Kerr
The Way You Look Tonight............. .J Kern, arr. Tara Leiper
1Got Rhyth George & Ira
s Rotabo arpo M il Razzle Dazzle.........ccussersaressesneed From Chicago, the Musical
Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves. From Nab
Verdi

Humming Chorus........cceeesessssssssess) From Madame Butterfly TO: DAVID SHEPHERD....... .ACCOMPANIST
i Puccini




2003 - 2005

* David Shepherd takes over as MD with
May Lyon as pianist

e Guest artists include Kirsten Zappert
on Clarsach and ‘Honk’ saxophone
quartet from the academy.

e Christmas concerts are moved to the
Town hall and refreshments and mince
pies advertised for the first time!




2006 - 2008

* Angela Foster takes over the baton with
pianist Frank Odds and then Shona




EDWARD CASWELL
Guest Conductor
Caswell was born in Bournemouth and

Aberdeenshire Singing Festival
nded Chnst Church 2009

College, Oxford, and the Royal College of Music in London, where he

Py)

n Saturday 7th March
In 1987 he founded the Bournemouth Bach Choir, perfor; ¥ :
John Passion. In 2003 Edward moved to Scotland and is a visitir cturg WVE AY
RSAMD, conducting the Academy choral society. He is Director of Music INVERURIE ACADEMY

at St Margaret's Episcopal Church in Newlands in Glasgow, and in

er 2005 he took over the Cunninghame Choir. He is a guest This is o

> 215t Aberdeenshire Singing Festival and it comes to

2 nverurie
of the City of Birmingham Symphony Chorus, the

Huddersfield Choral Society, and Edinburgh Royal Choral Union. He is
now Director of Paisley Choral Festival, and sings with The Dunedin

for the fourth time, having taken to th
the Deeside Singing

after nine years in Aboyne as

al. It is now

-

mly established as an annual
event, and although it is now on a more independent footing, the policy s

Sdward was recently appointe: ctor of the Philharme
Edward was recently appointed Director of the Philharmonia the auspices of Abe

the same as it was when unde Council to

provide an opportun »m al he North-east to

2 came from

56 members

Tara back as MD with Shona as pianist
Purple waistcoats for the ladies and Tara introduces
recording audio files on cassette tapes (!) and learning T
by rote — controversial! [~ -

2009 saw our 25t anniversary and Tara received a -

‘Musical Inspirator’ award from the membership. ONCEQOC‘A“W o

We continue to support young musicians and the oy ——— .
Deeside Singing Festival is renamed the Aberdeenshire T e |
Singing Festival and takes place in Inverurie with 6 choirs '
participating. Guest conductor is Edward Caswell and s ST e V10U SHINDESON

RACINA

meet, sing to cach other, and sing together. The o

Bob and Marion Jen Alison Ewan

acknowledge their initi

As in previous

programme will f

re a wide range of

choral acuvity, with six choirs prese their

of

own

repertoires, and a mas: chou

come from all parts of the |

from Stonehav

aff, Inverunie Academy

Conductor ALISTAIR MACDONALD mpa

wdlied JOSEF RHEINBERGER

ife (Burns) arr.John Currie

Ab

aukin' O Trad., arr. Alis

The Winter of L

\L SOCIETY
mpanist Donald Hawksworth THE GRANITE CITY CHORUL
Conductor- MIKE WARNER

Hello Mary Lou

¢ { Wrigh

we sang ‘Didn’t it rain’ and ‘Bobby Shaftoe’. e
Performed at Birse and Feughside Church with half the _ —
profits going for famine in Africa. | Tl

panist Donald Hawksworth

ANDY BECK IV

L
Hymn to the Trinity TCHAIKOVSKY
BANGHORY SINGERS g Behold, God the Lord passed by (from 'E MENDELSSOHN
Conductor TARA LEIPER : Accomparust: Shona Elliott r k4
Sanctus (from "The Armed Man') KARL JENKINS
Didn't it rain arr. B L

ob Chilcott eV
Bobby Shaftoe arr W. G. Wh

hittaker


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4uMnwQjHG4

2009 our silver anniversary party

A return visit from our Cassdorf friends
We are performing some items here.
Our friends are performing here.



https://youtu.be/T2glu-SOIvg
https://youtu.be/V7z1bF8XMeI

e Trip to Cassdorf 201 O

e Sang at Cluny Church to raise funds for the roof with
solos from John Harle

e We perform scene 1 from the Gondoliers in our spring
concert with roses everywhere

e Aberdeenshire singing festival is in Huntly with Michael

Brewer again
Our festive concert has us in Black and Silver PROGRAM M E

o
The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan Requiem John Rutter
: Scene | and various extracts, My Sweetheart’s Like Venus arr G. Holst
( (
. Special thanks to John Harle and Denis Burns Londonderry Air arr B. Chilcott
‘ ' i for their ‘Cavalier’ performances,

A and soloists from Tara’s Teaching Studio. Ca’ The Yowes ar T. Leiper

: " & ﬂ 7‘ o - -
mm g% = :

n gty

Mary Morison arr T. Leiper

KIRSTY CLARK - Solos for the Piano

Irish Blessing arr B. Chilcott
The Ploughman arr T. Leiper
‘fton Water arr T. Leiper
Mice & Men arr Robertson
Rhythm of the Rain Jack Stern
Viva la Musica Ivan Erod

[INTERVAL AND RAﬁ [THANK YOU FOR COMING ]




2011 -2012

Spring concert with The Linties conducted by Marcus Marsh and Tara surprises
both choirs in the concert by teaching them a new song as a way of showing the
audience how we learn and rehearse repertoire. Our outfits were red, blue and
green and we sang ‘Hey Baby’.

Article in the Banchory Gazette and we take part in the Aberdeen and NE of
Scotland music festival and win (I think) the Peterhead Challenge Trophy

We have two festive concerts on the same day and perform ‘Little fir tree’.

We have 67 members

Take part in the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations in the Scott Skinner Square in June
Recitations in the festive concerts come from Peter Hodgson, Graeme Kerr and
Cathy Taylor and we sing Durufle’s ‘Ubi caritas’.

We sing ‘Don’t stop me now’ at the music hallin Aberdeen in the festival.

Sing at St. Annes in Kemnay with soloists Denis Burns, Duncan Menzies, Jeremy
Cutler and David Bond, Hazel Shoebridge, Fiona Simmons, Lynn Burns and John
Harle.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1BTWCpEFRQ

Telfs choir visit us from
Austria and present us
with a peace bell. | am
unexpectedly asked to
waltz during the
concert -1 don’t dance,
but smiled and carried
on regardless with
extreme
embarrassment!

We recorded a CD!




Pirates of Penzance
and S




Pirates of Penzance
maidens, pirates
and cops




2014 - 2016

Movies and Musicals massed choir event in the music hall

We perform at Bellwade sanctuary and the Banchory Business centre
We record a live Christmas concert cd

We sangin the High Street for the Commonwealth Baton relay

Our most adventurous spring concert yet — A Musical Menu for May - the
audience chose all our repertoire from a menu list of 41 possible songs.
Come and sing event of Purcell’s ‘King Arthur’ in the East Church with
string quartet accompaniment and pianists Shona Elliott and Ben
Marsden

2016 saw our first festive meal/social in February (!) at the Banchory Lodge
Hotel

We are still supporting our young musicians and perform ‘Don’t worry be
happy’ and Fa una canzone’ and take our concert to Alford — on a bus...
Festive concert has themes of Victorian, Midwinter, Peace and
Contemporary and we are joined by percussionist Lisa Nicol and the Hill of
Banchory Chaoir.



Selectin of photos from 2016



2017-2018

e We are still performing at the Aberdeen Music
Festival and continue to support young
musicians in our concerts

e Festive concertis Christmas on Stage and
Screen and we have a group of children helping
us with extracts from Scrooge and Elf

e We have our film debut with our unaccompanied
carols being included in the film ‘Connect’ aired
at ‘Fringe at the sea’, Lomond film festival’ and at
the Scottish parliament.



https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8804688/

2019

e Tarawas the recipient of the Banchory
Rotary Club’s Walter Smith Rose Bowl
trophy for exceptional service to the
community.

e We have our first secret santa and buy
red floaty tops as a uniform

e Have our festive social mealin
February at the Tor na Coille
entertained by a magician

e Ourspring concert also goes to
Ballater and our festive concert has
‘Feliz navidad’ and ‘Ghost riders’.




Raise funds for the
renovation of the Guide
lodge hostel on Deeside
We perform as part of
the Tarland Food and
Music festival

We have a come and
sing event at Newton
Dee of Gjeilo’s ‘Sunrise
Mass’ with a poster
designed by Lorraine
Walker


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NXEVaciIKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NXEVaciIKM
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We created a group composition to document our covid learning experience entitled ‘We are stronger’.
You can watch our zoom video here.
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- =60

. n mp \

p ) T Y e Fae— N T 1
:@)V_z%xgq%—kr—!—%'—'—o——PHikkH4
D) — I — '

Ma-king vid - co calls I'm so  grate - ful and so

-

D 7w s = T o — T 1
D T ¥ T I
luc - ky I live in the great out- doors. We  arestrong-er than we be-lieve_
21
0O L L
" T t T +—r—+ e E———— T 1
%h — = T  — —F— - i »— Z—]
= i e — — f |
T — tz I T Tt —t —t T 1
5 t f== t t t
Sing  to - ge-ther to raise our spi-rits, Ce - le-brate, en-joy the

po-si-tives, We are strong-er  than we be-lieve.

T ==
for  ahug, so we meet

by zoom, walk the riv - er Dee helps to clear my mind.

I'mso

for - tu-nate liv-ing in this place, it is such a beau-ti-ful part of the world.

3
4-; mp —_ mf
{2 > ——— r—+ t S i s e t —f o
G T 7 o . m— t e o e e e e e e |
[} ) —
Full of dis - ap-point-ment and fru - stra-tion. I re - fo-cus on what's im-por-tant,
47
0 1 — . 15 "
o @4 | Ne T
R s 7 o, g o @ # @ a [ { |P——
D — T

joy of some h

veg, just pt-ing the newnorm.

2 Soprano

65

0 1 P \_ p—— A\

p 3 T N T  —— N1 h
‘E“ h & _. i i i - i ﬁ i—*—"—i—i—iﬁ—H.

D e > — ! o1
© ol T L

I have lots

of hob-bies and I whis-tle and sing,and I feel

fan-tas-tic when [

walk the dog. Watch the leaves_change whilelines of love  zoom a-round the world.

74
6. "
p s Co— T — T T t i +—
i e e e f S — T o —]
(> b e e - 23 y = i e |
(5] 1 — H—1) = = i =z |
D) v ¥ T v T T
We  arestrong-er than we be-lieve_ Sing  to - ge-ther to raise our
81
0O 1 ; :
P —t o —— T P —1 b — T t ]
¥ H == — ——+ H = 1
D) 1 I I T
spi-rits, Ce - le-brate, en-joy the  po-si-tives, We  arestrong-er  than
88
01 = J] | [ | N 12
N1t b Co— D 1
- t 1 1 H—F o — o — T
D T T 1 T T T 3
we be - lieve. Oh__

we are strong-er  than we be-lieve_ We

be-lieve,

D) — T T T T T ‘| T
Sing  to - ge-ther to raise our spi-rits, Ce - le-brate, en-joy the
101
. — mf _—
w2 1 — T t ==  — ]
D  — T T T =
po - si-tives, We are  strong - er than  we be - lieve.___
105
0. P
r—t T T + =—r— —t —t
b  — - — 1 — rs
o ; ——— T — o—1— o2 ok €
D = T - 1
D T I
We are strong-er than  we be - lieve.

BANCHORY SINGERS sprinc CONCERT 2021
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SUNDAY 16TH MAY AT 4 P.M.
BRINGING US TOGETHER FROM ROYAL DEESIDE
IN A VIRTUAL CONCERT OF MUSIC AND SONG

). > ( 3
irtual (j’ estive (_oncert

An online performance, guaranteed to bring smiles,

song and our festive cheer into your home

Admission £5

For tickets please email: banchorysingersagmail.com



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMsM5sv9CwQ

Charities and venues we have supported in our 40 years not already

mentioned:

Dalvenie care home
Annesley House care home
Inchmarlo village hall

Festive light switch ons at Banchory and Inchmarlo

Echt and midmar church

Inchmarlo care home

Raemoir Garden centre

Tarland community garden and hall
Tesco

Homestart

Banchory Swimming pool

Sports village

Horseback UK

Help the heroes

Disasters and emergency fund (Ukraine)
British Legion

Torphins organ restoration
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2022 - 2024

gBanchory Singers
b o
P, s f »e

Saturday, 9t" December at 4.00pm
Sunday, 10" December at 2.30pm
Musical Director — Dr. Tara Leiper

Accompanist — Shona Elliot

A




2021-2022




2024 Happy 40" birthday

Banchory Singers

Huge thanks to the committee for their ongoing support.

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?g=banchory%20singers

https://banchorysingers.co.uk/


https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=banchory%20singers
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